
This is the second volume to be published of the 
twelfth-century charters of Verona’s capitular ar-
chive, and it achieves the same laudable quality as 
the first (reviewed in Speculum 75 [2000], 487-88). 
In presenting the 136 charters from 1152 to 1183, 
the editor, Emanuela Lanza, has rigorously followed 
the norms set out by the Istituto Storico Italiano per 
il Medioevo and provided concise annotation. She 
has also compiled several useful indices: one of per-
sonal names, place-names, and subjects; one of no-
taries; and one giving a chronological list of all the 
documents. This volume is also graced with sixteen 
black-and-white photographs of charters illustrating 
the hands and signs of the notaries most frequently 
represented in the collection. These accompany a 
useful introductory essay by Gian Maria Varanini on 
changes in documentary forms over the period and 
the wide-ranging activities of the notaries serving the 
chapter, who clearly worked for many other eccle-
siastical institutions as well as for the commune. 
Varanini’s citations of unpublished documents in this 
and other archives will be useful to those working on 
the city not only during the period covered in this vol-
ume but in the late twelfth and early thirteenth centu-
ries. In sum, this is an excellent edition and a beauti-
fully produced volume.

The majority of these documents are land con-
veyances (leases, sales, exchanges) concerning the 
chapter’s patrimony. Two diplomas (1154, 1182) of 
Frederick I confirming property and rights are includ-
ed as well as a privilege from Pope Alexander III list-

ing more than twenty-one churches controlled by the 
chapter. Several documents record the testimony of 
witnesses and the sentences in a case concerning 
the chapter’s control over the chapel of San Giorgio 
in Salici, the final sentence including an interesting 
addendum defining what the parties understood by 
ius parochiale. Other notable documents record the 
oaths of fidelity of all the men of Porcile (eighty-four 
total) to the canons and the election of an abbess in 
1182 by the nine nuns of the convent of San Michele 
in Campagna.

Dottoressa Lanza is to be congratulated on this 
second fine volume making the rich documentary 
heritage of the Veronese cathedral chapter avail-
able to a wide scholarly audience. Medievalists in-
terested in the history of the city should note and ap-
preciate the efforts of Giorgio Cracco (Turin), Gian 
Maria Varanini (Verona), Sante Bortolami and Dario 
Canzian (Padua) to publish these and other editions 
of local sources. The charters of the church of Santo 
Stefano (from the tenth century to 1203) appeared 
in 2000, edited by G. B. Bonetto, and those of the 
church of San Pietro in Castello, edited by A. Ciaralli, 
are in press. Although I know well the pleasures of 
consulting the archival riches of the city in situ, it is 
a gift to scholarship to have these fine editions avail-
able.

Maureen C. Miller, 
University of California, Berkeley
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