
Papacy, Religious Orders, and International Politics in the Sixteenth and
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This rather slim essay collection is an outcome of Maria Antonietta Visceglia’s
research project on the papacy’s involvement in international politics in the early
modern period (the project is “Universalismo e italianit�a nella politica internazionale
del papato in et�a moderna”). Moving its focus away from the high politics of popes
and kings to the involvement and entanglement of members of religious orders in
international power politics, this book undoubtedly is within the current
historiographical trend. The geographic coverage of the essays “from Europe to
America and the Middle East” (14) is less varied than the introduction and the back
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cover would suggest: seven of the nine essays in this collection examine communities
of religious orders stationed in Europe.

The book addresses the sometimes difficult, sometimes advantageous position of
regular clerics “between obedience to the pope and obedience to the king; between
membership in a universal religious order and individual ties and ‘national’ origin” (15).
As important promoters of Catholic reform, the religious orders founded in the sixteenth
century, and the Society of Jesus in particular, have received a fair share of recent
scholarship; as the succinct introduction of Massimo Carlo Giannini observes, the
monastic and mendicant orders of the Middle Ages have garnered significantly less
attention for the post-Tridentine period (11). It is therefore truly refreshing that this
book offers studies on Franciscan missionaries inMexico (Boris Jeanne), theMiddle East
(Aur�elien Girard), and Bosnia (Antal Moln�ar). Giannini’s contribution is by far the
longest but also one of the best essays in the collection. Carefully, with close attention to
primary sources, Giannini reconstructs the repercussion of the Franco-Spanish enmity
on the Dominican order in the 1640s. Among the essays on the new religious orders,
Esther Jim�enez Pablo’s excellent study on the increasing influence of the Society of Jesus
at the Habsburg courts of Vienna and Madrid deserves special mention.

In general, this book contains insightful case studies that “enrich the picture of
current historiography” (14). Not every essay, however, achieves the promised “analysis
of the complex relationships between international papal politics and the religious
orders” (14). Boris Jeanne’s essay, for example, covers nearly 200 years of Franciscan
presence in Mexico in twelve pages; he raises important points, but more careful
explanation and source analysis would have been desirable. Unfortunately, Jeanne’s
argument is further obscured by stylistic infelicities. Gaetano Platania’s essay on the
establishment of the Jesuits and the Capuchin friars in Poland deviates into details whose
relevance for the argument is not elucidated. The laconic explanation that the internal
causes of the success of the new religious orders “derived from a complex situation and
are difficult to explain” (185) is not very satisfying either. On the upside, Platania reflects,
albeit shortly, on the difficulty of studying female members of religious orders (in
Poland) due to the scarcity of sources (209). Ignasi Fern�andez Terricabras, referring to
the example of nuns in Catalonia a few times (154, 157, 161–62), is the only other
author to consider the impact of international power politics on professed women.
Maybe the absence of female members of religious orders from this collection should
have been addressed in the introduction?

All essays were written or translated into English, which, in theory, would make this
collection accessible for a wider audience interested in religious orders and in the
Roman Catholic Church in the early modern period. Prospective readers, however,
should be aware that Massimo Carlo Giannini, Benoist Pierre, and Aur�elien Girard
frequently cite in French, Italian, and Latin, often at length and without elaborating on
the quotation. Evidently, this somewhat undermines the purpose behind providing
a translation of the rest of their essays from Italian and French into English. As
Giannini acknowledges in the introduction, the essays “do not provide a universally
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valid or all-inclusive interpretive picture” (15). Indeed, those looking for an
introduction to or an overview of the topics studied might experience difficulties in
following the argument of several essays in this collection. Specialists, on the other
hand, will find that the essays identify important historical questions and offer useful
starting points for further research.

CHRISTIAN SCHNEIDER, Durham Univ e r s i t y
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