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a trained advocate was a risky business: ‘everyone is free to muck up his own 
case’ a twelfth century canonist, quoted (p.  34) by Makowski, had already 
animadverted; by the thirteenth century no one with any sense (provided 
they had funds) would have embarked on such a course. Thus the wealth of 
the enclosed houses, combined with the impossibility of any of their number 
appearing in public to plead their cause, resulted in their frequent recourse 
to professional lawyers. The nuns were not, of course, always the plaintiffs; 
nor were huge sums necessarily involved, but, nonetheless, even seemingly 
minor disputes demanded legal attention: the London Assize of Nuisance, 
for example, provides plentiful instances of the kind of disputes for which 
the London Minoresses had recourse to attorneys—Abbess Alice de Sherstede 
(p. 73) was accused, in 1314, of placing building materials for the repair of her 
own property on land belonging to her neighbour, to the extent that certain 
timber was ‘affixed to his wall’. (Alice was acquitted.)

As Makowski emphasises in her conclusion, without the help of 
professional lawyers, cloistered nuns would have found it hard to survive 
the very uncertain economic conditions of fourteenth- and early fifteenth-
century England; at the same time, she is anxious to point out that while 
cloistered women had of necessity to be represented by others in court, 
so, out of choice, were many men. These women knew, as well as men, 
how to secure the defence of their property and their rights, without which 
their vocations would have been imperilled. But the light their litigation 
prompted shone well beyond the bounds of the cloisters which they were so 
staunchly determined to defend. This carefully researched book deserves a 
wide readership.

HENRIETTA LEYSER
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Morte e elezione del papa: Norme, riti e conflitti. Il medioevo, by Agostino 
Paravicini-Bagliani (Rome: Viella, 2013; pp. xiv + 345. €25).

The medieval papacy was not like other contemporary monarchies. In fact, 
there were plenty who did not believe that it was a monarchy at all. Hence 
the importance to popes and their officials of seizing every opportunity to 
assert the papacy’s imperial credentials. A pope’s death and the election of his 
successor were prime occasions for this—and popes and their officials milked 
them for all they were worth.

Agostino Paravicini-Bagliani has produced a detailed and erudite study of 
great eloquence to explore this topic. His present work draws heavily on his 
previous highly-regarded study The Pope’s Body (2000; rev. ante, cxix [2004], 
pp.  1326–8; Italian original, Il corpo del papa), but sympathetically extends 
and refocuses its positions around this new double theme of the papal reign’s 
start and end. He divides the book into three substantial parts: the norms of 
election, the ceremonies that accompanied election, and the funeral rites for 
the defunct pontiff. Together they provide a comprehensive survey of what we 
might term the political culture surrounding the papal succession and lay out a 
broad position for interpreting papal ritual and assessing its significance in this, 
perhaps the papacy’s most successful, period. The book is (as we would expect) 
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rich in factual detail. This in itself makes it a valuable synthesis of existing 
scholarship and should make it a standard point of reference for scholars 
working in any related area. Yet, in common with its companion volume for 
the early modern period—an equally impressive, but rather longer, study by 
Maria Antonietta Visceglia (rev. ante, cxxx [2015])—it does much more than 
this: it constitutes a serious attempt to explain the symbiosis between the ritual 
aspects of papal deaths and elections and the currents which underlay the 
politics of the papacy itself.

Paravicini-Bagliani’s main argument is that the norms of papal deaths and 
elections developed organically over a period of several centuries. This, to his 
mind, was in part a question of expediency, but it was also the consequence of 
how the papacy’s own ideology aggrandised over that time. Understandably, 
given his topic, he demonstrates this most clearly in the sphere of material 
culture—those natty coloured slippers, gaudy tiaras and other accoutrements 
of office—but goes further to interpret the wider visual spectacles and, indeed, 
language of the funeral and coronation rites themselves. The popes’ main 
objective here, as he sees it, was to combine imperial pretensions with the 
sacerdotal ones of the Old Testament and, in so doing, assert their right to rule 
as a new (yet old) repository of Roman majesty. A subtle shift in this respect 
occurred around the pontificate of Boniface VIII (1294–1303). The language 
of ‘coronation’, for example, evolved to one of ‘consacration’, as Boniface and 
his successors sought to strengthen their religious credentials in the unending 
struggles against their secular princely partners in power. The role of the 
cardinals in all this also underwent a subtle but substantial metamorphosis, 
as the College’s pretensions as a quasi-independent senate came under 
increasing papal scrutiny and challenge in these years. The interregnum (and 
its accompanying rituals) was, of course, the one moment when the cardinals 
once again had freedom to reassert their own prerogatives; Paravicini-Bagliani 
shows that they rarely missed a trick in this regard.

In its broadest terms, this argument is surely already generally accepted. Yet, 
the author has presented it here more comprehensively, and applied it more 
gingerly over a wide range of sources, than in any other single study to date. 
He takes us through each strand of his overall topic in great detail: the origins 
of the electoral model, the birth of the conclave, the symbolism of each aspect 
of the ceremonial and, indeed, of the turbulence and disorder which often 
accompanied the interregnum. Those who have read The Pope’s Body will 
find many of the examples familiar, but some of the more interesting ones—
such as the extended discussions of modes of election and of the importance 
of place in the whole process—they will not. Both this book and Visceglia’s 
companion volume are very successful in opening up a new range of questions 
with which we might further interrogate the papacy’s broader history: how far 
were these norms and rituals really effective for solving the problems inherent 
in an elective theocratic monarchy? (Not very, if the prominence of ‘conflict’ 
as a theme in both these books is anything to go by.) And why did those who 
harnessed the papacy as a vehicle for government in these centuries stick with 
something that was so obviously over-complicated for so long? Answers to these 
questions are unlikely to be found in descriptions of rituals and ceremonies (or 
at least not exclusively there), and so, in the conclusion, Paravicini-Bagliani 
throws his discussion open to new areas, highlighting, among other things, 
the range of paradoxes which the development of the papal monarchy in these 
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centuries undoubtedly generated. None of this is as definitive as the book’s 
apparent pretensions (exemplified in the tone of the Introduction) might 
suggest, but that hardly detracts from the unparalleled mastery that the author 
undoubtedly has over his materials or the scale of this contribution to our 
understanding of the subject in general terms.

Finally, some words of appreciation should be expressed to the publisher, 
Viella, for having produced such a beautiful volume. The book’s fifteen 
illustrations, most of them in colour, are an extremely welcome addition 
to the text and attractively reinforce Paravicini-Bagliani’s argument at key 
points. The choice of endnotes rather than footnotes, however, seems a little 
odd—especially given how the book is likely to be used—and the difficulty 
this creates is compounded by the fact that the notes are divided by section 
rather than chapter. They appear in three main chunks of 230, 486 and 217 
respectively, dispersed throughout the book and are somewhat frustrating to 
find and check. Nevertheless, such minor quibbles aside, like many others 
I look forward to a volume on the modern post-1800 papacy to complete the 
trilogy and I certainly hope that Viella have preparations for one underway. 
The series La Corte dei Papi is fast becoming indispensable in the field of 
papal history. As Simon Ditchfield noted in his earlier review of Visceglia’s 
book, these two volumes on papal deaths and elections are now a significant 
milestone in that process.
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Guillaume de Machaut: Secretary, Poet, Musician, by Elizabeth Eva Leach 

(Ithaca, NY: Cornell U.P., 2011; pp. xv + 367. $59.95).

This is a wonderfully comprehensive and sensitive account of Machaut’s 
life and work. Elizabeth Eva Leach very successfully integrates a variety of 
disciplinary perspectives to show Machaut in his political context, as a poet and 
musician for whom the textual, musical, political, religious and personal were 
intertwined. The book stands out for three main reasons. First, it provides an 
invaluable and meticulously referenced synthesis of existing scholarship on the 
subject. Second, historians in particular will appreciate the attention given to 
reconstructing a biography of Machaut. And third, Leach provides a sensitive 
and ground-breaking account of the interaction of text, image and music, 
alerting us to the importance of understanding fourteenth-century ‘ways of 
listening’.

The book opens with an extensive account of research on Machaut and 
his works. Leach provides an often critical, but balanced, account of a 
variety of approaches, and usefully notes the importance of understanding 
the backgrounds of the Machaut scholars themselves which have shaped 
their perspectives. She perceptively notes the importance of national 
preoccupations, particularly in the recovery of Machaut’s music (p. 54), and 
explains the polarised tendencies of scholars either to play down or exaggerate 
the religious dimension of Machaut’s output in terms of the modern concerns 
of the scholars themselves (p. 280). This is important, because it allows her to 
discard this baggage and investigate the embeddedness of religious and secular 
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