
Manoela Patti
Matrimonies and Baptisms in the Mafia of Palermo during the Twenties

i tori a  o r e  ave demon trated t at  in e t e origin  o  t e afia  it 
a  a a  ad trong in  it  re igion  ten  mafio i a ear to on orm to 

ri tian va e  t e  a  go to a  and e e rate a ti m  and marriage  
or tend to e re igio  m o   a  ro e  or o  i t re  e  avo r t e 
re ervation o  a traditiona  o iet  o t ard  a ed on ierar i a  va e  and 

family unity. However, their ceremonies and family ties are used to reinforce crim-

ina  a ian e  o ten ratified  comparaggio  t e trong tie t at ari e  rom a -

tism. i  arti e  a ed main  on o i e and di iar  o r e  rom t e a i t 
anti mafia am aign o  e are ori  ana e  t e ro e o  edding  
a ti m  and on raternit  a fi iation  in t e eme o  afia o er  d ring t e 

fir t t o de ade  o  t e entiet  ent r  

Gianluca Fulvetti
Sicily in the early Sixties. The Mazzarino Brothers, the Mafia and the Church

e r ar   e ina  t ere o en  t e tria  again t o r a in riar  o  
a arino  a ed o  e tortion arried o t again t ome o  t eir ret ren and e -

o  iti en  e tor  goe  nationa  omeone de ri e  t em a  afia riar  
e re ent e a  fir t re ent  a mmar  o  t e a t  a ed on tria  re ord  

and ontem orar  ne  re ort  e nanimo  de en e o  t e riar  nderta en 
 t e i i ian r  and t e ardina  o  a ermo  rne to fini i  e ored  

t e  ara teri ed t e ran i an  invo ved a  vi tim  o  a o ia i t omm ni t 
ot to di redit ot  r  and ri tian emo rat   t e i i ian r  

onditioned  t e d nami  o  o iti a  and ideo ogi a  tr gg e de ite o o-
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sition to their o ition rom t e ati an  mi ed an o ort nit  to t rn t e mafia 
and it  o ion it  ome eri  into an o e t o  re e tion or ot  ait  and 
ecclesiastics alike. 

Rossella Merlino
«Popes, cupolas and tangerines»: Religiosity and Identity in the Words of Mafia 
Boss Michele Greco

i  ontri tion aim  to e amine t e re igio  dimen ion in t e er ona  nar-
rative  o  mafia o  i e e re o in re ation to i e  o  identit  o  and re on-

tr tion  no n a  t e o e  o  o a o tra  i e e re o  rominent o  and 
ead o  t e mafia ommi ion nti  t e ear   emerged rom t e ma i tria  

o  a ermo a  a dee  am ig o  fig re   rom t e one and pentiti mafia de-

e tor  de ri ed im a  a et in t e and o  t e or ene e a tion  on t e 
other he demonstrated cunning abilities in manoeuvring his role behind the scenes 

o  t e e ond afia ar  e eated a ea  to ait  and memoir  em edded it  
i i a  itation  rt er added to t i  am ig it  e oming a r ia  om onent 

o  i  o ia  identit  and media re re entation  do ting a e t d  ana i  and 
dra ing on an interdi i inar  a roa  t at ridge  in ig t  o  m o i  ntera -

tioni m  dentit  eor  and arrative er orman e t die  t i  ontri tion ee  
to ana e t e re igio  dimen ion in e e ted er ona  narrative  o  i e e re o 
intervie  memoir  o rt earing  in re ation to i e  o  o  and re on tr tion 

o  e identit  ata or ana i  are derived rom di ia  a er  ar iamentar  
re ort  and video ootage  

Giorgio adaMo
The Relationship between Ecclesial Hierarchies and Folk Devotion in Calabria. 
An Ethnographic Report and some Remarks

i  e a  i  a ed on an et nom i o ogi a  fie d re ear  arried o t in 
a a ria and dedi ated to i grimage  ro e ion  and atron aint e tiva  n 
arti ar  it o e  on t e om e  re ation i  et een t e r  m i  and 

dan e t at emerge  rom t i  onte t and i  ara teri e  t e traditiona  o  
devotion rooted in an an ient r ra  t re  e e ra ti e  eem to re i t t e o -

o ition o  t e r  e e ia  ere t e re en e o  rimina  a tivitie  and 
t e t ra  in en e o  t e ’ndrangheta organi ation a ear  to e tronger  -

ording to t e a t or  t e identifi ation o  o  devotion it  rimina  e avior 
and t re ma  e mi eading  e re ent tr gg e t at t e r  tate and 
mass media have undertaken against folk devotion, merely considered as a de-

monstration of ’ndrangheta’  t ra  o er  an t rn o t to e e e  or even 
o nter rod tive
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Rossana Barcellona  ere a Sardella
The Feast of St. Agatha: Popular Devotion, Criminal Exploitation, Institutional Am-
biguities and Civic Engagement (2008-2014)

i  a er ro o e  a t d  on t e re ation i  et een t e traditiona  e ti-
va  o  aint gat a  t e atron aint o  atania  mafia infi tration and o rna i m 
d ring t e ear   n t o e ear  in a t  inve tigation  and o rt a t  

ere i t on i ion  and r mo r  rom a rve  o  ne a er  and ot er 
media di erent a roa e  e ome evident  rai ing im ortant e tion  and o er-
ing an interesting ground for analysis.

e ora  Puccio-den
From Blood to Ink: Mafia-type Links and Religiosity

a  od e  o  and rote t o  i  e re ion on ded a  t e et-
ter  ent  ernardo roven ano to t e vario  mem er  o  t e o a o tra d ring 
t e eriod o  i  dire tor i   e e e ret te t  avai a e or re ear-

er  or e  to a  evera  e tion   o  did t i  oodt ir t  man om anion 
in arm  o  oto ina manage to im o e im e  a  t e ari mati  eader o  t e 

i i ian afia  n at a  did e mani ate riting in order to e ome omni-
ient and omni otent  to ontro  t e entire afia net or  o  did t i  afio o 

and e t e o er o  riting to on tr t i  irit a  a t orit  ro g  t e or  
o  i  etter  t i  a er a o aim  to e ore t e arado i a  in  et een afia and 
re igion  e atter an e tra ed a  to t e initiation rite a  t e o nding moment 
o  t e afio o ommitment in a ood omm nit  ermeated it  ord  m o  
arti a t  and tifi ation  ari ing rom t e ri tian re ertor

Ernesto di rienzo
Rituals, Phraseology and Symbolism: Notes for Archetypes of Mafia Initiation

fi iation it  one o  t e n mero  e ret mafia organi ation  i  a om e  
ro e  i  in de  vario  initiator  e erien e  and enario  et er it 

invo ve  e oming a mem er o  o a o tra  a ra orona nita  amorra  or 
a a  eginner  m t er orm initiation rit a  i  on ern on e t  and or-

ma itie  t at are virt a  identi a  e m o i m nder ing initiator  rit a  
in ding onne tion to ood  o rage  deat  and re irt  rovide an ideo ogi a  
mode  t at n tion  at t e de t  o  t e e t ro g  t e imagination i  ide-

o ogi a  mode ’  geogra i a  and i tori a t ra  demon tration eem  to e 
onne ted to t e ar et e  o  man t o g t  n one and  it o e  it  e e ti-

veness and endurance to the ability of making a strong and irreversible bond with 

t e gro  on t e ot er and it i  in ed to t e initiation ’ a a i it  to e re  and 
m  t e ange o  identit  e t  t o e ndergoing t em
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e andra dino
Religion, Mafia and Church: an Ambiguous Relationship between Devotion and 
Secularization

a ing a o t men of honour’  re igio ne  and e amining t e re ation i  
which have regulated the contacts between religious institutions and criminal or-

gani ation  mean  dea ing it  vario  eve  o  ana i  ir t  it i  ne e ar  to 
nder tand t e meaning o  devotion and re igio  rit a  in t e mafia or d  and 

t e ro e i  ait  a  in t e rimina  onte t  t en e m t on ider t e atti-
t de  over time  t at t e r  a  o n to mafia  ana ing ot  t e o fi ia  
rono n ement  o  t e r  ierar ie  and t e a tora  ra ti e  ado ted  
rie t  in t eir territorie  ina  e m t neg e t t e ana i  o  r ia  e ifi  

i e  t e di tin tion et een in and rime  t e er e tive  o  an nti mafia 
a tora  n ide t i  m ti eve  onte t  t e a er i  o ed on de ri ing t e a-

te t deve o ment  in t e re ation i  et een t e r  and t e afia  o erving 
o  t e ana ti a  rame or  i  e oming ever more om e  e a e o  t e dee  
ange  o rring in afia’  rimina  tem  and e a e o  emerging e tion  
i  demand more a o i ti ated ana i

Marcello ravveduto
Rituals and Civil Imagery in the Antimafia Movement

ter t e ma a re  o   t e fig re o  t e inno ent vi tim o  t e mafia a  
granted  t ro g  t e reation o  a i tori a  narrative  an im ortant tat  it in t e 
collective imaginaire, in which a sacral symbolism was created around the now anti-

mafia mart r  e e individ a  t  e ame art o  t e ta ian t o  t e e ar  
dead  ere nto a e o e t  o  o ar devotion mani e t a re rgen e o  ivi  
re igion it o t it  eing antagoni ti  to at o i i m  e inno ent mafia vi tim 
e ong  to a m o i  niver e ad a ent to t e fig re o  t e atriot ero mart r  t enter  

t e ame eritage o  a e  memorie  and te timonie  t at rene  a ong term ivi  
t re  o ered  a o e tive imagination a ed on t e redem tion o  at er and  
e anti mafia movement en o rage  t e de en e o  re i an va e  re rod ing 

e i tan e idea  and i  re e t t e tereot e o  t e i orgimento anon  e 
o e tive rit a  i  a i tori a  g arantee  it an tifie  vi tim  revea ing t e e i ten e o  

a and o  eroe  a ant eon o  omen and men o o o e t eir materia  a rifi e 
to t e deat  o  t e at er and

ntonio Baglio, in en o SchirriPa
Secular Saints and Civil Apostles in the Deep South: the Premises of Antimafia 
Hagiografy

 trend o  Southernist meridiona i ta) in iration an e identified at t e ore-

ront o  t e agiogra i  narrative romoted  t e antimafia movement  a ong ide 
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t e narrative  generated  t e or er ’ and ea ant movement  in re ation to t e 
t o  t e remem ran e o  t e vi tim  ndo ing e  antimafia fig re  o  ome 

e em ar  o t ern torie  it  eroi m i  one ara teri ti  o   trend  
i  a er aim  to tra e t e origin  and deve o ment o  a o a ed anti

mafia o ine  i  i  e done  dra ing  on t e one and  on t e tradition 
o  ea ant mo i i ation in t e o t ar eriod  it  arti ar re eren e to i i ian 
trade nioni t  r io irag ia  a ido i otto and a vatore arneva e  o 

ere m rdered  t e mafia et een  and  n t e ot er and  it i  
dra  on a e ifi  ine o  ivi  and demo rati  engagement i  a  it  root  in 
the Risorgimento and which was embodied by engagés inte e t a   a  m-

berto Zanotti Bianco, Rocco ote aro e ani o o i

Charlotte Moge
Hero, Man, Saint? The Paradox of the Memory of Giovanni Falcone

iovanni a one’  remem ran e a  tained t e o e tive imagination and 
t e anti mafia movement  e evo tion o  t e manner in i  e i  re re ented re-

vea  di erent tate  in t i  memor i ding ro e  i  tend  to arado i a  
hesitate between heroising and humanising victims, but who are in fine sacralised 

 ommemoration  ter i  m rder  t e afia  t e on tr tion o  t e dge’  
memor  a  ara teri ed  e e ia  in t e re   t e e e ration o  i  eroi  
and e em ar  ommitment  e ent  re re entation  rogre ive  n an ed 
i  eroi m to a o  i  manit  i  ear  and do t  to a ear  evert e e  ivi  

t granted a one o  t at t e re igio it  o  memor  ra ti e  tend  to a ra i e 
t e remem ran e o  t o e o ave a en in t e tr gg e again t t e mafia

Valentina ciciliot
Anti-Mafia Martyrs in John Paul II’s Teaching

art r  o fig t t e mafia it in t e at o i  r  i  a ategor  t at on  
re ent   d ring o n a  ’  ontifi ate  e ome  re evant in t e a tora  di -

course, with mediati  on e en e  o  no ma  im ortan e  and t at on  it  t e 
eatifi ation o  t e rie t ino g i i on a  th   a  an o fi ia  e e ia ti-
a  re ognition  o n a   i  t e o e o fir t a  e re ed a er a ive on-

demnation again t t e mafia   t e ne  e ement in t e magi teria  di o r e i  t e 
nder tanding o  t e mafia not on  a  a ega  ro em or a o ia  diorder  or a  a 

mora  de ate  t a  a o iti a  and t ra  i e  i  a e t  o iet  a  a o e  
o ever t e an er to t e rimina  organi ation gge ted  t e o e remain  
it in a er e tive to e in ded in t e roader o t ian trateg  o  t e ne  

evange i ation  an ored to a e imi ti  ana i  o  ontem orar  o iet  e anti
mafia mart r  fina  find a e t an  to t e ider ro e  o  en argement o  t e 
on e t o  mart rdom  avored  o n a  ’  e ten ive e o  t e anoni ation 

as an instrument of ecclesiastical governament.
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Mario torcivia
The Killing of Don Puglisi in odi m fidei

at er i e e g i i  a  a oman at o i  rie t rom a -

ermo m rdered  t e afia on e tem er th   e a  eatified  t e 
at o i  r  on a    a  a mart r  e a e e a  i ed in odium 

fidei in atred o  t e ait  i  a er e ain  t e rea on  re ented in t e Po-
sitio super martyrio and in the Positio Suppletiva super martyrio of the Servant of 

od i e e g i i o e i ing a  re ogni ed a  a tr e mart rdom  at er 
g i i  t ere ore  i  t e fir t a e o  a e iever i ed  an organi ation  t e a-

fia  t at never anted to e on idered it e  a  anti evange i a  or at ei t  t t at  
as a matter of fact, the Church condemned as such.

amara colacicco
The Neopolitan Clergy and the Camorra: 
between Collaboration and Resistance

o ar  a roa e  to organi ed rime in ta  ave re ent  o ened  
ne  aven e  or re ear  in ding t e r ’  attit de  to ard ta ian rime 
organi ation  e e ia  t not on  t e i i ian afia   re ear  o e  
on t e mafia o erating in a e  and t e rro nding region o  am ania  e 

amorra  ere i  ti  no temati  ana i  o  t e re ation i  et een t e 
amorra and t e o a  erg  a nota e a na in t e t d  o  organi ed rime  

t e i toriogra  on t e at o i  r  and t e roader i tor  o  modern 
ta  e oradi  iterat re avai a e on t e e t a  tended to ado t one 

o  t o a roa e  eit er o ing on individ a  on e e iana  or in-

tan e  or engaging t e i e rom a o io ogi a  o iti a  or mora   rat er 
t an i tori a   er e tive ee or e am e t e oo   ntonio i o di and 

nie o anganie o  e aim o  m  arti e i  to inter ret t e am ig itie  in 
t e ontrover ia  i tor  o  re ation i  et een o a  erg  and organi ed 
rime  om ining o rna i ti  o r e  and fir t er on narrative  a ong it  i-

nemati  and iterar  re re entation  o  amorra o e  and a fi iate   identi  
and e amine t e ive  o  evera  e  e e ia ti a  fig re  o  in e t e  

ave een engaged it  t e rimina  nder or d in a e  and t e rro nding 
area rom on ignor ntonio i o di and on nie o anganie o to adre 

ariano antini and or dina re i   e oring t e eeming  n i e  
and o ten a arming intima  in t e re ation i  et een rie t  and mo  o e  
m  or  a o ontri te  to re ear  in t o re ated ere  t e amorra’  in-

fi tration o  atron aint ’ da  e tiva  and ot er re igio  e e ration  and t e 
im a t o  irit a  e ie  and at o i  rit a it  in t e initiation rite  t re  
and devo t imagination  o  t e amorri ta
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avide daineSe
The “Excommunication” of Mafiosi on 21 June 2014: between Philology and 
History

e e a  inve tigate  t e omi  o e ran i  de ivered on ne st  at 
t e end o  i  a tora  vi it to t e ta ian dio e e o  a ano a o onio  n t i  

ee  ran i ’ ondemnation o  rimina  organi ation  o nd  di erent rom 
t e one t at o  o n a   rono n ed on a  th a i e  a  o e ergog io 
e i it  e omm ni ate  t o e o are invo ved in afia a air  evert e e  
man  a e t  o  t i  e omm ni ation are ti  o re  a  a matter o  a t  it i  
too genera  and vag e to e e e tive  n t i  rame or  t e e a  aim  to do a 

i o ogi a  ana i  o  ran i ’ omi  

iego gavini
Mafia and Funerals. Representations, Stereotypes and Identity. 
The U.S. Case

n o e tive imagination  mafia nera  are an e re ion o  t e o er and 
e e  t at afio i ara teri ti a  em od  n t e  riter  dire tor  o r-
na i t  and o ar  ave de ri ed t e e nerar  ra ti e  a  a orm o  o ar 
devotion to ard  eading fig re  o  t e rimina  nder or d it in t e ta ian

meri an omm nit  o ever  a re ear  on t e i tor  o  mafia t e nera  
and t e rea on  or it  e  gge t  di erent a  o  inter retation  i  di -

ertation i  e ore t e rimina  onte t o  i ago and e  or  and it i  e -

amine t e nerar  rite  it in t e nder or d  rom ame  ig im  o o imo’  
 to o n otti’  ria   i  e a  arg e  t at t i  nera  mode  

 on idered a  a t i a  e re ion o  afia gro  no ada   i  not art o  
t e traditiona  identit  o  ta ian meri an afia  t an o t ome o  t e om e  
nder or d o  i ago in t e entie

Mario caraMitti
The “Good Criminal” Russian Style: Saving Souls through Symbols and Rituals

e oviet nion  in erent  materia i ti  and at ei ti  o o ed re igion and 
re igio  t re or  ear  and et i t imo taneo  o nding it  ideo og  
on a rat er dogmati  and even te eo ogi a  a i  evert e e  oviet a  zakon) 
a a  a ed a dee  and o erent et i  and irit a  va idation  i  a o ed 
rimina  e ite  to re a e t eir eading ro e it  a ara e  rimina  a  o nded 

on a detai ed n ritten ode  and im o ing a i e o  o edien e and one ine  va-

g e  imi ar to a mona ti  one  o e on e rated  a  vor v a one t ieve  in 
a  ere t e eader  o  a o er  in entia and t oro g  rit a i ed rimina  
o iet oviet rimina  t re dee  mirror  it e  in tattoo imager  in i  
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ait  re igion and t eir ver ion  are ide  intert ined it  oviet rea it  n 
o t oviet era  a  a re t o  on odd overt rning  ma media t re ro e t  vo-

r v a one eritage on ne  entra  rt odo  r   tattooed m e o nd 
rie t  anni i ating evi  in a ver  i a  a  i  one o  mo t e oved fi m  and 

novel heroes.

Massimo de giuSePPe
Devotion in Mexico: between Revolutionary Banditry, Crime and Indigenous 
Resistance Movements

e e a  in a er e tive o  om arative i tor  trie  to re on tr t t e 
om e  re ation i  et een o ia  ando eri mo  rimina  vio en e and t e e 

o  re igion in t e entiet  ent r  e i o  mong armonio  and di ordant 
e ement  om ared to t e a e o  t e ta ian e ogiorno  t e e a  attem t  
to re on tr t t e dee  ontradi tion  t at ervaded t i  re ation and to e ore 
ome orm  o  e oiting and reinventing re igion and devotiona  e ement  o  a-

t o i i m in ide ome anditr  e erien e  t t e ame time t e e a  trie  to 
arti ate  re overing and e arating   ot er orm  o  vio ent rea tion to o ia  
re re  in t e indigeno  n reti  e i o  e ro e e  o  moderni ation 
a ed a de i ive ro e in t e redefinition o  o ia  vio en e  i ding t e m t  o  

t e ivi i ationa  ag  o  a art o  t e e i an nation  a ag o ten onne ted   
moderni ing e ite  to it  re igio  dimen ion t e anati  ven a aradigmati  

enomenon  in t e onte t o  t e entiet  ent r  revo tion  i e t e a -

ati mo  or a ong time a  a o iated   t e e ite  it  a orm o  ar ari  a te  
and er titio  ag  e ore eing re overed a  a o ia  ro e  and revo tionar  
agrarian movement. 

a ri io loruSSo
From Mexico to the World: the Long Journey of Santa Muerte

i  arti e re ent  a rie  i tor  and t e re ent evo tion o  t e e i an 
devotion to anta erte o  eat  a ing attention to t e o ia  and t ra  
a tor  t at ontri ted to a e t i  ne  re igio  movement and it  e an ion 

o t ide e i o  e to i  a  een t died it  an et nogra i  er e tive  re-

ear ing t e mo t re ogni ed and traditiona  e i an a tar  o  anta erte  e -

e ia  in t e it  o  tit n and in e i o it ’  neig or ood  o  e ito and 
er ed  and intervie ing e ert  and ee er  guardianas  in order to om are 

di erent e erien e  and ra ti e  e t d  attem t  to o er a rame or  o  t e 
e i an o iet  and it  ro em   i e t e a  o  e are  t e e rit  ri i  t e 

dr g ar  and t e ad re ord in t e re e t o  man rig t   t ro g  t e en e  
of the devotion to Santa Muerte. 


