
Manoela Patti
Matrimonies and Baptisms in the Mafia of Palermo during the Twenties

+iVtoriFaO VoXrFeV Kave demonVtrated tKat� VinFe tKe originV oI tKe 0afia� it 
KaV aOZa\V Kad Vtrong OinNV ZitK reOigion� 2Iten� mafioVi aSSear to FonIorm to 
&KriVtian vaOXeV� tKe\ XVXaOO\ go to 0aVV and FeOeErate EaStiVmV and marriageV� 
or tend to XVe reOigioXV V\mEoOV� VXFK aV FroVVeV or KoO\ SiFtXreV� 7Ke\ IavoXr tKe 
SreVervation oI a traditionaO VoFiet\� oXtZardO\ EaVed on KierarFKiFaO vaOXeV and 
family unity. However, their ceremonies and family ties are used to reinforce crim-

inaO aOOianFeV� oIten ratified E\ comparaggio� tKe Vtrong tie tKat ariVeV Irom EaS-

tism. 7KiV artiFOe� EaVed mainO\ on SoOiFe and MXdiFiar\ VoXrFeV Irom tKe )aVFiVt 
anti�mafia FamSaign oI &eVare 0ori ������������ anaO\]eV tKe roOe oI ZeddingV� 
EaStiVmV� and FonIraternit\ aIfiOiationV in tKe VFKeme oI 0afia SoZer� dXring tKe 
firVt tZo deFadeV oI tKe 7ZentietK &entXr\� 

Gianluca Fulvetti
Sicily in the early Sixties. The Mazzarino Brothers, the Mafia and the Church

)eErXar\ ����� 0eVVina� tKere oSenV tKe triaO againVt IoXr &aSXFKin IriarV oI 
0a]]arino� aFFXVed oI e[tortion Farried oXt againVt Vome oI tKeir EretKren and IeO-
OoZ Fiti]enV� 7Ke Vtor\ goeV nationaO� Vomeone deVFriEeV tKem aV ³0afia IriarV´� 
7Ke SreVent eVVa\ firVt SreVentV a VXmmar\ oI tKe IaFtV� EaVed on triaO reFordV 
and FontemSorar\ neZV reSortV� 7Ke XnanimoXV deIenFe oI tKe IriarV� XndertaNen 
E\ tKe 6iFiOian &KXrFK and tKe FardinaO oI 3aOermo� (rneVto 5XIfini iV e[SOored� 
tKe\ FKaraFteri]ed tKe )ranFiVFanV invoOved aV viFtimV oI a VoFiaOiVt�FommXniVt 
SOot to diVFredit EotK &KXrFK and &KriVtian 'emoFratV� 7KXV tKe 6iFiOian FKXrFK� 
Fonditioned E\ tKe d\namiFV oI SoOitiFaO and ideoOogiFaO VtrXggOe �deVSite oSSo-
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sition to their SoVition Irom tKe 9atiFan�� miVVed an oSSortXnit\ to tXrn tKe mafia 
and itV FoOOXVion ZitK Vome FOeriFV into an oEMeFt oI reÀeFtion Ior EotK Oait\ and 
ecclesiastics alike. 

Rossella Merlino
«Popes, cupolas and tangerines»: Religiosity and Identity in the Words of Mafia 
Boss Michele Greco

7KiV FontriEXtion aimV to e[amine tKe reOigioXV dimenVion in tKe SerVonaO nar-
rativeV oI mafia EoVV 0iFKeOe *reFo in reOation to iVVXeV oI identit\ OoVV and reFon-

VtrXFtion� .noZn aV tKe ³3oSe´ oI &oVa 1oVtra� 0iFKeOe *reFo� Srominent EoVV and 
Kead oI tKe mafia &ommiVVion XntiO tKe earO\ ����V� emerged Irom tKe ma[i�triaO 
oI 3aOermo aV a deeSO\ amEigXoXV figXre� ,I� Irom tKe one Kand pentiti �mafia de-

IeFtorV� deVFriEed Kim aV ©a SXSSet in tKe Kand oI tKe &orOeneVe IaFtionª� on tKe 
other he demonstrated cunning abilities in manoeuvring his role behind the scenes 

oI tKe 6eFond 0afia :ar� 5eSeated aSSeaOV to IaitK and memoirV emEedded ZitK 
EiEOiFaO FitationV IXrtKer added to tKiV amEigXit\� EeFoming a FrXFiaO FomSonent 
oI KiV VoFiaO identit\ and media reSreVentationV� $doSting FaVe VtXd\ anaO\ViV and 
draZing on an interdiVFiSOinar\ aSSroaFK tKat EridgeV inVigKtV oI 6\mEoOiF ,nteraF-

tioniVm� ,dentit\ 7Keor\ and 1arrative 3erIormanFe 6tXdieV� tKiV FontriEXtion VeeNV 
to anaO\Ve tKe reOigioXV dimenVion in VeOeFted SerVonaO narrativeV oI 0iFKeOe *reFo 
�intervieZV� memoirV� FoXrt KearingV� in reOation to iVVXeV oI OoVV and reFonVtrXFtion 
oI VeOI�identit\� 'ata Ior anaO\ViV are derived Irom MXdiFiaO SaSerV� SarOiamentar\ 
reSortV and video�Iootage� 

Giorgio adaMo
The Relationship between Ecclesial Hierarchies and Folk Devotion in Calabria. 
An Ethnographic Report and some Remarks

7KiV eVVa\ iV EaVed on an etKnomXViFoOogiFaO fieOd reVearFK Farried oXt in 
&aOaEria and dediFated to SiOgrimageV� SroFeVVionV and Satron Vaint IeVtivaOV� ,n 
SartiFXOar� it IoFXVeV on tKe FomSOe[ reOationVKiS EetZeen tKe &KXrFK� mXViF and 
danFe tKat emergeV Irom tKiV Fonte[t and ZKiFK FKaraFteri]eV tKe traditionaO IoON 
devotion rooted in an anFient rXraO FXOtXre� 7KeVe SraFtiFeV Veem to reViVt tKe oS-

SoVition oI tKe &KXrFK� eVSeFiaOO\ ZKere tKe SreVenFe oI FriminaO aFtivitieV and 
tKe FXOtXraO inÀXenFe oI tKe ’ndrangheta organi]ation aSSearV to Ee Vtronger� $F-

Fording to tKe aXtKor� tKe identifiFation oI IoON devotion ZitK FriminaO EeKavior 
and FXOtXre ma\ Ee miVOeading� 7Ke reFent VtrXggOe tKat tKe &KXrFK� 6tate and 
mass media have undertaken against folk devotion, merely considered as a de-

monstration of ’ndrangheta’V FXOtXraO SoZer� Fan tXrn oXt to Ee XVeOeVV or even 
FoXnterSrodXFtive�



Summaries ���

Rossana Barcellona� 7ereVa Sardella
The Feast of St. Agatha: Popular Devotion, Criminal Exploitation, Institutional Am-
biguities and Civic Engagement (2008-2014)

7KiV SaSer SroSoVeV a VtXd\ on tKe reOationVKiS EetZeen tKe traditionaO IeVti-
vaO oI 6aint $gatKa� tKe Satron Vaint oI &atania� mafia infiOtration and MoXrnaOiVm 
dXring tKe \earV ���������� ,n tKoVe \earV� in IaFt� inveVtigationV and FoXrt aFtV 
Zere EXiOt XSon VXVSiFionV and rXmoXrV� )rom a VXrve\ oI neZVSaSerV and otKer 
media diIIerent aSSroaFKeV EeFome evident� raiVing imSortant TXeVtionV and oIIer-
ing an interesting ground for analysis.

'eEoraK Puccio-den
From Blood to Ink: Mafia-type Links and Religiosity

©0a\ *od EOeVV \oX and SroteFt \oX�ª� 7KiV e[SreVVion FonFOXded aOO tKe Oet-
terV Vent E\ %ernardo 3roven]ano to tKe varioXV memEerV oI tKe &oVa 1oVtra dXring 
tKe Seriod oI KiV direFtorVKiS ������������ 7KeVe VeFret te[tV� avaiOaEOe Ior reVear-
FKerV� IorFe XV to aVN VeveraO TXeVtionV � KoZ did tKiV EOoodtKirVt\ man FomSanion 
in armV oI 7oto 7ina manage to imSoVe KimVeOI aV tKe FKariVmatiF Oeader oI tKe 
6iFiOian 0afia" ,n ZKat Za\ did Ke maniSXOate Zriting in order to EeFome omni-
VFient and omniSotent� to FontroO tKe entire 0afia netZorN" +oZ did tKiV 0afioVo 
KandOe tKe SoZer oI Zriting to FonVtrXFt KiV VSiritXaO aXtKorit\" 7KroXgK tKe ForSXV 
oI KiV OetterV� tKiV SaSer aOVo aimV to e[SOore tKe Sarado[iFaO OinN EetZeen 0afia and 
reOigion� 7Ke Oatter Fan Ee traFed EaFN to tKe initiation rite aV tKe IoXnding moment 
oI tKe 0afioVo Fommitment in a EOood FommXnit\ Sermeated ZitK ZordV� V\mEoOV� 
artiIaFtV and MXVtifiFationV ariVing Irom tKe &KriVtian reSertor\�

Ernesto di rienzo
Rituals, Phraseology and Symbolism: Notes for Archetypes of Mafia Initiation

$IfiOiation ZitK one oI tKe nXmeroXV VeFret mafia organiVationV iV a FomSOe[ 
SroFeVV ZKiFK inFOXdeV varioXV initiator\ e[SerienFeV and VFenarioV� :KetKer it 
invoOveV EeFoming a memEer oI &oVa 1oVtra� 6aFra &orona 8nita� &amorra� or 
<aNX]a� EeginnerV mXVt SerIorm initiation ritXaOV ZKiFK FonFern FonFeStV and Ior-
maOitieV tKat are virtXaOO\ identiFaO� 7Ke V\mEoOiVm XnderO\ing initiator\ ritXaOV� 
inFOXding FonneFtion to EOood� FoXrage� deatK� and reEirtK� Srovide an ideoOogiFaO 
modeO tKat IXnFtionV at tKe deStK oI tKe SV\FKe tKroXgK tKe imagination 7KiV ide-

oOogiFaO modeO’V geograSKiFaO and KiVtoriFaO�FXOtXraO demonVtration VeemV to Ee 
FonneFted to tKe arFKet\SeV oI KXman tKoXgKtV� 2n one Kand� it oZeV itV eIIeFti-
veness and endurance to the ability of making a strong and irreversible bond with 

tKe groXS� on tKe otKer Kand it iV OinNed to tKe initiationV’ FaSaEiOit\ to e[SreVV and 
VXm XS tKe FKange oI identit\ IeOt E\ tKoVe Xndergoing tKem�
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$OeVVandra dino
Religion, Mafia and Church: an Ambiguous Relationship between Devotion and 
Secularization

7aONing aEoXt men of honour’V reOigioXVneVV and e[amining tKe reOationVKiSV 
which have regulated the contacts between religious institutions and criminal or-

gani]ationV meanV deaOing ZitK varioXV OeveOV oI anaO\ViV� )irVt� it iV neFeVVar\ to 
XnderVtand tKe meaning oI devotion and reOigioXV ritXaOV in tKe mafia ZorOd� and 
tKe roOe ZKiFK IaitK SOa\V in tKe FriminaO Fonte[t� tKen Ze mXVt FonVider tKe atti-
tXdeV� over time� tKat tKe &KXrFK KaV VKoZn to mafiaV� anaO\]ing EotK tKe oIfiFiaO 
SronoXnFementV oI tKe &KXrFK KierarFKieV and tKe SaVtoraO SraFtiFeV adoSted E\ 
SrieVtV in tKeir territorieV� )inaOO\� Ze mXVt negOeFt tKe anaO\ViV oI FrXFiaO VSeFifiF 
iVVXeV� tKe diVtinFtion EetZeen Vin and Frime� tKe SerVSeFtiveV oI an $nti�mafia 
SaVtoraO� ,nVide tKiV mXOtiOeveO Fonte[t� tKe SaSer iV IoFXVed on deVFriEing tKe Oa-

teVt deveOoSmentV in tKe reOationVKiS EetZeen tKe &KXrFK and tKe 0afia� oEVerving 
KoZ tKe anaO\tiFaO IrameZorN iV EeFoming ever more FomSOe[ EeFaXVe oI tKe deeS 
FKangeV oFFXrring in 0afia’V FriminaO V\VtemV� and EeFaXVe oI emerging TXeVtionV 
ZKiFK demand more a VoSKiVtiFated anaO\ViV�

Marcello ravveduto
Rituals and Civil Imagery in the Antimafia Movement

$Iter tKe maVVaFreV oI ���������� tKe figXre oI tKe innoFent viFtim oI tKe mafia ZaV 
granted� tKroXgK tKe Freation oI a KiVtoriFaO narrative� an imSortant VtatXV ZitKin tKe 
collective imaginaire, in which a sacral symbolism was created around the now anti-

mafia mart\rV� 7KeVe individXaOV tKXV EeFame Sart oI tKe ,taOian FXOt oI tKe �VeFXOar� 
dead� ZKere XntoXFKaEOe oEMeFtV oI SoSXOar devotion maniIeVt a reVXrgenFe oI FiviF 
reOigion ZitKoXt itV Eeing antagoniVtiF to &atKoOiFiVm� 7Ke innoFent mafia viFtim 
EeOongV to a V\mEoOiF XniverVe adMaFent to tKe figXre oI tKe Satriot�Kero�mart\r� ,t enterV 
tKe Vame Keritage oI SOaFeV� memorieV and teVtimonieV tKat reneZV a Oong�term FiviF 
FXOtXre� SoZered E\ a FoOOeFtive imagination EaVed on tKe redemStion oI IatKerOand� 
7Ke anti�mafia movement enFoXrageV tKe deIenFe oI reSXEOiFan vaOXeV reSrodXFing 
5eViVtanFe ideaOV� and ZKiFK reÀeFt tKe Vtereot\Se oI tKe ³5iVorgimento Fanon´� 7Ke 
FoOOeFtive ritXaO iV a KiVtoriFaO gXarantee� it VanFtifieV viFtimV� reveaOing tKe e[iVtenFe oI 
a ³Oand oI KeroeV´� a 3antKeon oI Zomen and men ZKo oSSoVe tKeir materiaO VaFrifiFe 
to ³tKe deatK oI tKe )atKerOand´�

$ntonio Baglio, 9inFen]o SchirriPa
Secular Saints and Civil Apostles in the Deep South: the Premises of Antimafia 
Hagiografy

$ trend oI Southernist �meridionaOiVta) inVSiration Fan Ee identified at tKe Iore-

Iront oI tKe KagiograSKiF narrative Sromoted E\ tKe antimafia movement� aOongVide 
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tKe narrativeV generated E\ tKe ZorNerV’ and SeaVant movementV in reOation to tKe 
FXOt oI tKe rememEranFe oI tKe viFtimV� (ndoZing Ne\ antimafia figXreV oI Vome 
e[emSOar\ 6oXtKern VtorieV ZitK KeroiVm iV one FKaraFteriVtiF oI VXFK trend� 

7KiV SaSer aimV to traFe tKe originV and deveOoSment oI a Vo�FOaOOed anti�
mafia ³KoOineVV´� 7KiV ZiOO Ee done E\ draZing� on tKe one Kand� on tKe tradition 
oI SeaVant moEiOi]ation in tKe SoVt�Zar Seriod� ZitK SartiFXOar reIerenFe to 6iFiOian 
trade XnioniVtV $FFXrVio 0iragOia� 3OaFido 5i]]otto and 6aOvatore &arnevaOe� ZKo 
Zere mXrdered E\ tKe mafia EetZeen ���� and ����� 2n tKe otKer Kand� it ZiOO 
draZ on a VSeFifiF Oine oI FiviF and demoFratiF engagement ZKiFK KaV itV rootV in 
the Risorgimento and which was embodied by engagés inteOOeFtXaOV VXFK aV 8m-

berto Zanotti Bianco, Rocco 6FoteOOaro e 'aniOo 'oOFi�

Charlotte Moge
Hero, Man, Saint? The Paradox of the Memory of Giovanni Falcone

*iovanni )aOFone’V rememEranFe KaV VXVtained tKe FoOOeFtive imagination and 
tKe anti�mafia movement� 7Ke evoOXtion oI tKe manner in ZKiFK Ke iV reSreVented re-

veaOV diIIerent VtateV in tKiV memor\�EXiOding SroFeVV� ZKiFK tendV to Sarado[iFaOO\ 
hesitate between heroising and humanising victims, but who are in fine sacralised 

E\ FommemorationV� $Iter KiV mXrder E\ tKe 0afia� tKe FonVtrXFtion oI tKe MXdge’V 
memor\ ZaV FKaraFteri]ed� eVSeFiaOO\ in tKe SreVV� E\ tKe FeOeEration oI KiV KeroiF 
and e[emSOar\ Fommitment� 6XEVeTXentO\� reSreVentationV SrogreVViveO\ nXanFed 
KiV KeroiVm to aOOoZ KiV KXmanit\� KiV IearV and doXEtV� to aSSear� 1evertKeOeVV FiviF 
FXOt granted )aOFone VKoZV tKat tKe reOigioVit\ oI memor\ SraFtiFeV tendV to VaFraOiVe 
tKe rememEranFe oI tKoVe ZKo Kave IaOOen in tKe VtrXggOe againVt tKe mafia�

Valentina ciciliot
Anti-Mafia Martyrs in John Paul II’s Teaching

0art\rV ZKo figKt tKe mafia ZitKin tKe &atKoOiF &KXrFK iV a Fategor\ tKat onO\ 
reFentO\ ± dXring -oKn 3aXO ,,’V SontifiFate ± EeFomeV reOevant in tKe SaVtoraO diV-

course, with mediatiF FonVeTXenFeV oI no VmaOO imSortanFe� and tKat onO\ ZitK tKe 
EeatifiFation oI tKe SrieVt 3ino 3XgOiVi on 0a\ ��th� ���� KaV an oIfiFiaO eFFOeViaVti-
FaO reFognition� -oKn 3aXO ,, iV tKe SoSe ZKo firVt KaV e[SreVVed a SerVXaVive Fon-

demnation againVt tKe mafia� ,I tKe neZ eOement in tKe magiVteriaO diVFoXrVe iV tKe 
XnderVtanding oI tKe mafia not onO\ aV a OegaO SroEOem or a VoFiaO diorder� or aV a 
moraO deEate� EXt aV a SoOitiFaO and FXOtXraO iVVXe� ZKiFK aIIeFtV VoFiet\ aV a ZKoOe� 
KoZever tKe anVZer to tKe FriminaO organiVation VXggeVted E\ tKe SoSe remainV 
ZitKin a SerVSeFtive to Ee inFOXded in tKe Eroader ZoMt\Oian Vtrateg\ oI tKe neZ 
evangeOi]ation� anFKored to a SeVVimiVtiF anaO\ViV oI FontemSorar\ VoFiet\� 7Ke anti�
mafia mart\rV finaOO\ find VSaFe tKanNV to tKe Zider SroFeVV oI enOargement oI tKe 
FonFeSt oI mart\rdom� Iavored E\ -oKn 3aXO ,,’V e[tenVive XVe oI tKe FanoniVation 
as an instrument of ecclesiastical governament.
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Mario torcivia
The Killing of Don Puglisi in odiXm fidei

)atKer *iXVeSSe 3XgOiVi ����������� ZaV a 5oman &atKoOiF SrieVt Irom 3aO-
ermo mXrdered E\ tKe 0afia on 6eStemEer ��th� ����� +e ZaV Eeatified E\ tKe 
&atKoOiF &KXrFK on 0a\ ��� ���� aV a mart\r� EeFaXVe Ke ZaV NiOOed in odium 
fidei �in Katred oI tKe )aitK�� 7KiV SaSer e[SOainV tKe reaVonV SreVented in tKe Po-
sitio super martyrio and in the Positio Suppletiva super martyrio of the Servant of 

*od *iXVeSSe 3XgOiVi ZKoVe NiOOing ZaV reFogni]ed aV a trXe mart\rdom� )atKer 
3XgOiVi� tKereIore� iV tKe firVt FaVe oI a EeOiever NiOOed E\ an organi]ation� tKe 0a-

fia� tKat never Zanted to Ee FonVidered itVeOI aV anti�evangeOiFaO or atKeiVt� EXt tKat� 
as a matter of fact, the Church condemned as such.

7amara colacicco
The Neopolitan Clergy and the Camorra: 
between Collaboration and Resistance

6FKoOarO\ aSSroaFKeV to organi]ed Frime in ,taO\ Kave reFentO\ oSened XS 
neZ avenXeV Ior reVearFK� inFOXding tKe &KXrFK’V attitXdeV toZard ,taOian Frime 
organi]ationV� eVSeFiaOO\ EXt not onO\ tKe 6iFiOian 0afia� 0\ reVearFK IoFXVeV 
on tKe mafia oSerating in 1aSOeV and tKe VXrroXnding region oI &amSania� 7Ke 
&amorra� 7Kere iV VtiOO no V\VtematiF anaO\ViV oI tKe reOationVKiS EetZeen tKe 
&amorra and tKe OoFaO FOerg\� a notaEOe OaFXna in tKe VtXd\ oI organi]ed Frime� 
tKe KiVtoriograSK\ on tKe &atKoOiF &KXrFK� and tKe Eroader KiVtor\ oI modern 
,taO\� 7Ke VSoradiF OiteratXre avaiOaEOe on tKe VXEMeFt KaV tended to adoSt one 
oI tZo aSSroaFKeV� eitKer IoFXVing on individXaOV �'on 3eSSe 'iana� Ior in-

VtanFe�� or engaging tKe iVVXe Irom a VoFioOogiFaO� SoOitiFaO� or moraO ± ratKer 
tKan KiVtoriFaO ± SerVSeFtive �Vee Ior e[amSOe tKe EooNV E\ $ntonio 5iEoOdi and 
$nieOOo 0anganieOOo�� 7Ke aim oI m\ artiFOe iV to interSret tKe amEigXitieV in 
tKe FontroverViaO KiVtor\ oI reOationVKiSV EetZeen OoFaO FOerg\ and organi]ed 
Frime� &omEining MoXrnaOiVtiF VoXrFeV and firVt�SerVon narrativeV aOong ZitK Fi-
nematiF and Oiterar\ reSreVentationV oI &amorra EoVVeV and aIfiOiateV� , identiI\ 
and e[amine tKe OiveV oI VeveraO Ne\ eFFOeViaVtiFaO figXreV ZKo� VinFe tKe ����V� 
Kave Eeen engaged ZitK tKe FriminaO XnderZorOd in 1aSOeV and tKe VXrroXnding 
area �Irom 0onVignor $ntonio 5iEoOdi and 'on $nieOOo 0anganieOOo to 3adre 
0ariano 6antini and 6Xor $Odina 0XreOOi�� %\ e[SOoring tKe VeemingO\ XnOiNeO\ 
and oIten aOarming intimaF\ in tKe reOationVKiS EetZeen SrieVtV and moE EoVVeV� 
m\ ZorN aOVo FontriEXteV to reVearFK in tZo reOated VSKereV� tKe &amorra’V in-

fiOtration oI Satron VaintV’ da\ IeVtivaOV and otKer reOigioXV FeOeErationV� and tKe 
imSaFt oI VSiritXaO EeOieIV and &atKoOiF ritXaOit\ in tKe initiation riteV� FXOtXre� 
and ³devoXt imagination´ oI tKe ³FamorriVta´�
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'avide daineSe
The “Excommunication” of Mafiosi on 21 June 2014: between Philology and 
History

7Ke eVVa\ inveVtigateV tKe KomiO\ 3oSe )ranFiV deOivered on -Xne ��st ���� at 
tKe end oI KiV SaVtoraO viVit to tKe ,taOian dioFeVe oI &aVVano aOOo -onio �&6�� ,n tKiV 
VSeeFK� )ranFiV’ Fondemnation oI FriminaO organi]ationV VoXndV diIIerent Irom 
tKe one tKat oI -oKn 3aXO ,, SronoXnFed on 0a\ �th aSiFe����� aV 3oSe %ergogOio 
e[SOiFitO\ e[FommXniFateV tKoVe ZKo are invoOved in 0afia aIIairV� 1evertKeOeVV� 
man\ aVSeFtV oI tKiV e[FommXniFation are VtiOO oEVFXre ௅ aV a matter oI IaFt� it iV 
too generaO and vagXe to Ee eIIeFtive� ,n tKiV IrameZorN� tKe eVVa\ aimV to do a 
SKiOoOogiFaO anaO\ViV oI )ranFiV’ KomiO\� 

'iego gavini
Mafia and Funerals. Representations, Stereotypes and Identity. 
The U.S. Case

,n FoOOeFtive imagination� mafia IXneraOV are an e[SreVVion oI tKe SoZer and 
e[FeVV tKat 0afioVi FKaraFteriVtiFaOO\ emEod\� ,n tKe 8�6�� ZriterV� direFtorV� MoXr-
naOiVtV� and VFKoOarV� Kave deVFriEed tKeVe IXnerar\ SraFtiFeV aV a Iorm oI SoSXOar 
devotion toZardV Oeading figXreV oI tKe FriminaO XnderZorOd ZitKin tKe ,taOian�
$meriFan FommXnit\� +oZever� a reVearFK on tKe KiVtor\ oI mafia�Vt\Oe IXneraO 
and tKe reaVonV Ior itV VXFFeVV VXggeVtV diIIerent Za\V oI interSretation� 7KiV diV-

Vertation ZiOO e[SOore tKe FriminaO Fonte[t oI &KiFago and 1eZ <orN and it ZiOO e[-

amine tKe IXnerar\ riteV ZitKin tKe XnderZorOd� Irom -ameV ³%ig -im´ &oOoVimo’V 
������ to -oKn *otti’V EXriaO ������� 7KiV eVVa\ argXeV tKat tKiV IXneraO modeO 
± FonVidered aV a t\SiFaO e[SreVVion oI 0afia groXSV noZada\V ± iV not Sart oI 
tKe traditionaO identit\ oI ,taOian�$meriFan 0afia� EXt an oXtFome oI tKe FomSOe[ 
XnderZorOd oI &KiFago in tKe 7ZentieV�

Mario caraMitti
The “Good Criminal” Russian Style: Saving Souls through Symbols and Rituals

7Ke 6oviet 8nion� inKerentO\ materiaOiVtiF and atKeiVtiF� oSSoVed reOigion and 
reOigioXV FXOtXre Ior �� \earV and \et ZKiOVt VimoXOtaneoXVO\ IoXnding itV ideoOog\ 
on a ratKer dogmatiF� and even teOeoOogiFaO EaViV� 1evertKeOeVV� Voviet OaZ �zakon) 
aOZa\V OaFNed a deeS and FoKerent etKiF and VSiritXaO vaOidation� ZKiFK aOOoZed 
FriminaO eOiteV to reSOaFe tKeir Oeading roOe ZitK a SaraOOeO� FriminaO OaZ� IoXnded 
on a detaiOed XnZritten Fode� and imSoVing a OiIe oI oEedienFe and OoneOineVV va-

gXeO\ VimiOar to a monaVtiF one� 7KoVe ³FonVeFrated´ aV vor\�v�]aNone �tKieveV in 
OaZ� Zere tKe OeaderV oI a SoZerIXO� inÀXentiaOand tKoroXgKO\ ritXaOi]ed FriminaO 
VoFiet\�6oviet FriminaO VXEFXOtXre deeSO\ mirrorV itVeOI in tattoo imager\� in ZKiFK 



L’immaginario devoto tra mafie e antimafia���

IaitK� reOigion and tKeir VXEverVion �"� are ZideO\ intertZined ZitK Voviet reaOit\� ,n 
SoVt�Voviet era� aV a reVXOt oI on odd overtXrning� maVVmedia FXOtXre SroMeFtV vo-

r\�v�]aNone Keritage on neZO\ FentraO 2rtKodo[ FKXrFK� $ tattooed mXVFOeEoXnd 
SrieVt� anniKiOating eviO in a ver\ SK\ViFaO Za\� iV one oI moVt EeOoved fiOmV and 
novel heroes.

Massimo de giuSePPe
Devotion in Mexico: between Revolutionary Banditry, Crime and Indigenous 
Resistance Movements

7Ke eVVa\� in a SerVSeFtive oI FomSarative KiVtor\� trieV to reFonVtrXFt tKe 
FomSOe[ reOationVKiS EetZeen VoFiaO EandoOeriVmo� FriminaO vioOenFe and tKe XVe 
oI reOigion in tKe 7ZentietK FentXr\ 0e[iFo� $mong KarmonioXV and diVFordant 
eOementV� FomSared to tKe FaVe oI tKe ,taOian 0e]]ogiorno� tKe eVVa\ attemStV 
to reFonVtrXFt tKe deeS FontradiFtionV tKat Servaded tKiV reOation and to e[SOore 
Vome IormV oI e[SOoiting and reinventing reOigion and devotionaO eOementV oI &a-

tKoOiFiVm inVide Vome Eanditr\ e[SerienFeV� $t tKe Vame time tKe eVVa\ trieV to 
artiFXOate ௅ reFovering �and VeSarating� ௅ otKer IormV oI vioOent reaFtion to VoFiaO 
SreVVXreV in tKe indigenoXV V\nFretiF 0e[iFo� 7Ke SroFeVVeV oI moderni]ation 
SOa\ed a deFiVive roOe in tKe redefinition oI VoFiaO vioOenFe� EXiOding tKe m\tK oI 
tKe ³FiviOi]ationaO Oag´ oI a Sart oI tKe 0e[iFan nation� a Oag oIten FonneFted� E\ 
moderni]ing eOite� to itV reOigioXV dimenVion �³tKe IanatiFV´�� (ven a SaradigmatiF 
SKenomenon� in tKe Fonte[t oI tKe 7ZentietK FentXr\ revoOXtionV� OiNe tKe =aS-

atiVmo� Ior a Oong time ZaV aVVoFiated� E\ tKe eOite� ZitK a Iorm oI EarEariF� a]teF 
and VXSerVtitioXV Oag� EeIore Eeing reFovered aV a VoFiaO SroFeVV and revoOXtionar\ 
agrarian movement. 

)aEri]io loruSSo
From Mexico to the World: the Long Journey of Santa Muerte

7KiV artiFOe SreVentV a ErieI KiVtor\ and tKe reFent evoOXtion oI tKe 0e[iFan 
devotion to 6anta 0Xerte �+oO\ 'eatK�� Sa\ing attention to tKe VoFiaO and FXOtXraO 
IaFtorV tKat FontriEXted to VKaSe tKiV neZ reOigioXV movement and itV e[SanVion 
oXtVide 0e[iFo� 7Ke toSiF KaV Eeen VtXdied ZitK an etKnograSKiF SerVSeFtive� re-

VearFKing tKe moVt reFogni]ed and traditionaO 0e[iFan aOtarV oI 6anta 0Xerte� eV-

SeFiaOO\ in tKe Fit\ oI 7XOtitOin and in 0e[iFo &it\’V neigKEorKoodV oI 7eSito and 
0erFed� and intervieZing e[SertV and NeeSerV �guardianas� in order to FomSare 
diIIerent e[SerienFeV and SraFtiFeV� 7Ke VtXd\ attemStV to oIIer a IrameZorN oI tKe 
0e[iFan VoFiet\ and itV SroEOemV ± OiNe tKe OaFN oI ZeOIare� tKe VeFXrit\ FriViV� tKe 
³drXg Zar´ and tKe Ead reFord in tKe reVSeFt oI KXman rigKtV ± tKroXgK tKe OenVeV 
of the devotion to Santa Muerte. 


