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Women’s History at the Cutting Edge
An Italian Perspective
What have the achievements of Women’s and Gender History, as a field of study, been in Italy? To what 
extent has it succeeded in making women’s history an integral part of academic enquiry rather than an 
optional specialist area? What impact has the study of manhood and masculinities had on our under-
standing of women’s lives? What is the relationship between gender studies and new critical histories of 
colonialism and empire, contact zones, cross-cultural encounters and racialisation? How is new work on 
cultural geography and spatial categories impacting our historical understandings of bodily differences?
The articles collected here are inspired by these questions, previously posed by Karen Offen and Chen 
Yan to an international group of historians. They discuss several critical themes, including: the challenges 
the field has experienced in the Italian institutional context and which it continues to face today; how we 
can move the conversation beyond Italy and Europe to other international arenas; and how to expand the 
research on topics like the history of masculinities, gay and lesbian studies, colonial studies, and global 
history.
Contributions of T. Bertilotti, E. Bini, M.P. Casalena, S. Feci, K. Offen, C. Papa, D. Rizzo. 
Teresa Bertilotti is a historian and independent scholar affiliated with the ERC’s Women in Post-War Transi-
tions project, directed by Professor Marta Verginella at the University of Ljubljana. She has worked on wom-
en’s education in 19th-century Italy and on second-wave feminism and its relationship to current perspectives 
on feminist movements. She has been a member of the executive board of the Società italiana delle storiche 
(Italian Association of Women Historians) and on the board of Genesis. She also edits, alongside Simona 
Bonsignori, the book series titled Parola di Donna, published by manifestolibri. Among her publications, 
see: Maestre a Lucca. Comuni e scuola pubblica nell’Italia liberale, Brescia, La Scuola, 2006; Il femminismo 
degli anni Settanta, ed. with Anna Scattigno, Rome, Viella, 2005; Nuovi femminismi, nuove ricerche, ed. with 
Cristina Galasso, Alessandra Gissi and Francesca Lagorio, Rome, manifestolibri, 2006 (new edition 2019); 
“Intellettuale, nomade, poliglotta: una strega ungherese e il femminismo italiano”, Genesis, 2 (2011).

CONTENTS

Teresa Bertilotti, Introduction
Maria Pia Casalena, The Institutionalisation of 

Women’s and Gender History Studies
Simona Feci, The Reception of Women’s and 

Gender History: A Perspective from the 
Italian Association of Women Historians

Domenico Rizzo, Men’s History and Its 
Discontents

Catia Papa, Studies on Colonialism and Racial-
isation: Itineraries in Women’s and Gender 
History in Italy

Elisabetta Bini, Toward a Gendered World 
History? The Italian Case in Comparative 
Perspective

Karen Offen, Final Thoughts on the Achieve-
ments in Women’s and Gender History in 
Italy

Index of Names
Contributors

Cover illustration: Carla Accardi, Untitled 
(1988). Brussels, Galerie Greta Meert.

October 2020
pp. 120, 15,5x23 cm, hardback 
ISBN: 9788833131412 | € 29,00 

SERIES
Viella Historical Research, 20

Viella Libreria editrice
via delle Alpi, 32  00198 ROMA
tel: 06 84 17 758 | fax: 06 85 35 39 60
www.viella.it | info@viella.it


